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afford a grand contrast to the sombre hues of the prevailing trap.
The cavernous fissures, descending to a seemingly unfathomable
depth in the bowels of the mountain, add features of wonder
to the glories of the landscape. As is usual with spots of
great beauty in Hindu lands, Pachmari has sacred shrines
whither pilgrims used to resort in vast numbers. On- one occa-
sion, when many thousands were thus huddled together in a
rude encampment on the mountain summit, the hapless multi-
tude was seized with deadly cholera. Then ensued a miserable
scene, as the shrine was crowded with people dead or dying,
and the fugitives rushed and stumbled in wild terror down the
precipitous paths of the mountain.

The forests of the Satpura range though displaying rich
verdure, yet lack the variety imparted by the coniferse, 'cedars
firs or cypresses, to the Himalayan forests. These Satpura forests,
however, have the teak, the sal, and several species of the termi-
nalia, in great abundance. In some places they possess the finest
bamboos I ever saw, clustering in splendid clumps 70 to 80 feet
in height, and gracefully overhanging the pellucid water in which
their images are reflected. These hills in their uplands and
upper valleys comprise large areas of luscious and succulent
pasturage, into which herds of cattle are driven from distant
plains during the early spring. The animals, having worked
hard on scanty fare during the winter months of brisk traffic,
know instinctively when the season approaches for their being
released to graze in the hills. Sometimes they will rush off,
without any guidance from their drivers, in mad excitement
towards those Elysian fields.

Immediately after joining the Chief Gommissionership, I was
required to undertake the reorganisation of the police on the
lines laid down by the Police Commission as already explained
in chapter VIII, This comprised the disbandment of the
ISTagpur Irregular Force, which had been raised from among the
remains of the Mahratta army after the annexation of the
province in Lord Dalhousie's time, and was now to be amal-
gamated with the police. Gratuities and pensions on retire-
ment, or employment in the new police as an alternative, were